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Introduction 

1. This document provides a record of the publication that took place on the 
Blewbury Neighbourhood Plan Area Publication.  The report contains 
detail on the specific publication methods that were utilised, along with the 
main results from the publication process.  Response rates were generally 
low as compared to normal consultations.  This was anticipated with the 
main reason being that this was a publication only looking at the suitability 
of the neighbourhood plan area.  A higher response rate is expected with 
consultation on the neighbourhood plan itself. 

 
2. This publication allows us to consult with organisations and the public 

regarding the suitability of the proposed neighbourhood planning area.  
This process must take place before the district council as the local 
planning authority can ratify the neighbourhood planning area for a 
settlement.   

 
3. This document builds upon the consultation plan that was prepared for this 

stage.  The Blewbury Neighbourhood Plan Area Consultation Plan set out 
how we planned to consult on the neighbourhood plan area application.  
The plan was made available on our website to outline the publication 
methods.  Blewbury Parish Council is the identified relevant body within 
this process.  

 
4. The publication of the proposed Blewbury Neighbourhood Plan Area and 

related neighbourhood planning body is a formal stage of the 
neighbourhood development plan process.  It is the first in a sequence of 
stages required for the production of a neighbourhood development plan.   

 

Regulations and government guidance  

5. The main aim of this publication is to  

• Provide notification of the proposed area for neighbourhood 
planning 

• Provide notification to the local community of the proposed 
neighbourhood planning body (Blewbury Parish Council) 
neighbourhood plan application submission  

• Provide an opportunity for stakeholders to comment on the 
proposed area before the area is designated for a minimum period 
of six weeks1.     

 
6. A copy of the formal statement submitted by Blewbury Parish Council is 

available to view in appendix 1.  The application identifies a map of the 
proposed neighbourhood plan area (this follows the parish boundary of 
Blewbury).  The application also identified that Blewbury Parish Council is 
the ‘relevant body’ to act in relation of these matters.   

                                            
1
 Town and Country Planning, Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012. 
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Previous consultation  

7. This issue has not been the subject of previous consultation.  However, 
Blewbury Parish Council has held a number of parish meetings/events to 
explore whether or not a neighbourhood plan is a suitable vehicle to 
achieve their objectives.  Another important factor to take into 
consideration is that the issue of housing and a large number of planning 
applications has been generated through the lack of a five year.  This has 
led to the area receiving an increased number of planning applications, 
particularly those of a ‘major’ classification. 

 

Publication period  

The publication period for this stage of the neighbourhood development plan 
process must cover a minimum period of six weeks2.  The publication period 
for this consultation is from the 18 December 2013 to 05 February 2014.  This 
covers off a formal six week publication period.  The period does run over the 
Christmas holiday and New Years Period, which we recognise as a significant 
holiday period.  We have therefore taken the step of extending the 
consultation by a week.  This therefore provides a seven week consultation 
period.  This approach is in accordance with our Statement of Community 
Involvement3, as it is not practicable to avoid this holiday period, a 
compensatory approach has been taken.      
 
Time scales break down as follows: 
 
Councillor notification period:   w/c 09.12.13 
Publication period:     18.12.13 – 05.02.14 (7 weeks) 
Processing and logging responses: 1 week 
Cabinet decision (next available)  28 February 2014  
 

Publication activities  

8. Appendix 2 provides the full list of consultation activities that we have 
identified for this consultation period.  We liaised with the Blewbury Parish 
Council clerk to try and establish the most suitable mechanisms to take 
forward.  We have used our Statement of Community Involvement as a 
reference point to ensure that certain minimum standards are maintained 
with this publication process.  The activities identified provide the best 
utilisation of resources to maximise the publication coverage.   

 
 
 

                                            
2
 Regulation Six, Town and Country Planning, England – The Neighbourhood Planning 
(General) Regulations, April 2012 
3
 Statement of Community Involvement – Vale of White Horse District Council , Dec 2009 
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Publication responses  

9.   In total we received 10 responses to the publication process.  There were 
no formal objections received and one formal representation in support of 
the neighbourhood plan area.  The breakdown of the response rate is as 
follows: 

 
Email/web portal comments   9 
Letter      1 
 

Key issues generated  
10. The one comment in support of the proposals came from a member of the 

Blewbury Neighbourhood Plan steering group, whose comment also 
indicated support for the principle of a neighbourhood plan.  Network Rail 
submitted comments identifying that the neighbourhood plan area 
encompasses a level crossing.  They provided further guidance of how this 
hazard can be incorporated into the emerging neighbourhood plan.  Sport 
England and English Heritage also provided supporting guidance aimed at 
helping to promote their respective areas of interest within neighbourhood 
planning.  One comment was received from the adjoining district of 
Cotswold District Council.  They identified that they had no objection to the 
proposed neighbourhood plan area.  A summary schedule of the 
responses is available to view in appendix three.  Full copies of the 
representations are available to view using our consultation portal 
https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/vale/planning/np/blew/blewburya
rendp 

  

Outcomes  

11. The results of this publication stage will be used by the council to decide 
whether or not to approve the Blewbury Neighbourhood Plan Area.  They 
will also be used to confirm whether Blewbury Parish council can be 
designated as the relevant neighbourhood planning body for this proposal.  
The decision will be taken through the delegated powers of the portfolio 
holder for planning policy.   
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Appendix 1 – Blewbury Neighbourhood Plan Application 
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Appendix  2 Principal methods of consultation  

12. The method of promotion used along with any additional information is displayed in the following table.  The shaded areas are 
what could be considered as regulatory minimums and the non-shaded areas are those considered over and above this 
approach.  The table also provides further information on the main aims that we want to achieve with each identified 
consultation activity.  We have provided specific dates for some events, but also date ranges for some activities, where 
appropriate. 

 

Proposed method of 
consultation 

Description and Aim Date 

Hard copies of 
publication material 
available in the district 
council offices  

To provide an opportunity for local communities to access hard copy versions of the 
proposed publication area and neighbourhood planning organisation publication 
material.    

17.12.13 

Information sent out to 
adjacent parishes 

To maximise communication between adjoining parish councils and the identified 
neighbourhood planning body.  In this instance the identified neighbourhood 
planning contacts are Upton, Chilton, South Moreton, Aston Upthorpe, Compton, 
Aldworth.  Not adjacent but included (Didcot, West Hagbourne and East 
Hagbourne.    
 

17 – 18.12.13 

Press notice released 
to local newspapers 

To help widen the notification process and pick up local community representatives 
unaware of the neighbourhood plan process.  The Didcot Herald Series will be the 
main advert used, due to higher readership rates.  

Submitted 13.12.13 
And published 
18.12.13 

Information held on the 
council’s website 

To provide a quick and easy method of obtaining publication data.  This will link 
from the general neighbourhood planning section of the council’s website.    

18.12.13 

Information held on 
Blewbury Parish 
Council’s website  

To provide a quick and easy method of obtaining publication data.  This will link 
from the general neighbourhood planning section of the council’s website.    

18.12.13 

Twitter -tweet To provide additional mechanism of promoting the consultation Three phased w/c 
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18.12.13 

Public notice/posters 
(parish council notice 
boards) 

To improve the visibility of the publication process, using local sources we will 
provide notices to Blewbury Parish Council for display on the village notice boards   

w/c 16.12.13  

Local newsletters 
submission  

To help widen the notification process and pick up local community representatives 
unaware of the neighbourhood plan process.  This will be through the Blewbury 
Bulletin 

Blewbury Bulletin 
submission 11 Dec 
running in Dec/Jan 

Blewbury Parish 
Council key contacts  

We will provide email notification of the proposed neighbourhood area to clubs, 
societies and other organisations notified to us by Blewbury Parish Council.  We will 
only use contact information for this purpose.  

N/A 
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Appendix 3 Summary of representations 

Consultee Comments Officer comments 
Marine Management Organisation (MMO) No comments N/A 

Coal Authority No comments N/A 

English Heritage No objections to the proposed area. English 
Heritage offered the following suggestions of 
sources of information to aid in understanding the 
heritage of Blewbury and assist them with 
preparing appropriate policies: 

• Information held by the Council and used in 
the preparation of your Core Strategy/ Local 
Plan, 

• Historic Environment Record Centres, 

• local environmental and amenity groups, and 

• English Heritage published guidance and 
website. 

Response to be passed on the Blewbury Parish 
Council for information. 

Oxfordshire County Council No comments N/A 

Highways Agency No comments N/A 

Dr. Mike Marshall, Blewbury Village Society 
Environmental Group 

Support N/A 

Network Rail No objection but as a section of railway/ Network 
Rail Land is included in the boundary, but request 
the opportunity to comment on any future planning 
applications or proposed site allocations should 
they be submitted for sites adjoining the railway, or 
within close proximity to the railway. 

Response to be passed on to Blewbury Parish 
Council for information. 

Natural England No comments N/A 

Cotswold District Council No objection N/A 

Sport England General comments Response to be passed on to Blewbury Parish 
Council for information. 

Sally Wallington, Letcombe Brook Project No comments N/A 

 
 


