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Parish boundary

Character area boundary 

1 Blewbury Escarpment

Enclosed and sunken right of way.Scarp face. Panoramic views.

Sensitivity - Major Landscape value - Major Capacity - Negligable

Located to the south of Blewbury Village.

Convoluted and complex north-facing scarp face of Blewbury Downs.

A mixture of medium and large scale arable and pasture fields, which are open and exposed. Some 

have boundary hedges.

Numerous rights of way, often located between field boundaries and are generally enclosed 

by vegetation. Many are sunken lanes marking historic routes. Rights of way are well used by 

pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders and are an important recreational resource.

Gaps in the vegetation along the rights of way allow extensive panoramic views over Blewbury, 

extending as far as the Chilterns to the north and east.

Geology of middle and upper chalk.

Two roads are located along the eastern and western boundaries of the character area. These are 

rural lanes and are enclosed by vegetation.

There is no settlement within the character area.

The Character Area includes the Chalk Pit, a locally important landmark.

A rural landscape that is attractive, tranquil and has key viewpoints which overlook the AONB 

landscape.

Detached from settlement. The northern boundary is adjacent to Tickers Folly, part of the recreation 

ground, and a wooded paddock.

The escarpment forms the southern setting to Blewbury and shapes the skyline that is visible from 

the settlement.
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Escarpment forms skyline. Panoramic views across Blewbury to Blewburton Hill.

Located to the south-west of Blewbury Village, between Blewbury and Upton.

North-facing scarp face of Blewbury Downs located on middle and lower Chalk.A large scale open and exposed 

arable landscape with few boundary features or vegetation.

A public right of way allows access up the scarp face, which has panoramic views to the north and east.

There is no settlement within the character area, although New Buildings is visible to the immediate south-west 

of the area.

A simple and dramatic rural landscape that is open and expansive, with high intervisibility with the wider AONB 

landscape. The openness of the landscape draws attention to the rounded scarp face, which is the defining 

feature of the character area.

Detached from settlement but lies adjacent to recreation ground and cemetery.

The rounded hilltop of the character area makes up part of the setting to Blewbury and shapes the skyline that 

is visible from the settlement.

2 Blewbury and Upton Escsarpment
Sensitivity - Major Landscape value - Substantial Capacity - Negligable•

•
•

•

•
•

•

Located to the north-west of Blewbury Village.

A flat and rural alluvial landscape, laced with water courses including streams and ditches.

A much more contained landscape than the land to the south, with hedgerows, copses of trees and tree 

lined waterways.

Small - medium scale arable and pasture fields. Fields are generally regular, however the pattern is often 

disrupted by the more sinuous nature of the streams that flow through the landscape.

Two public rights of way cross the character area and Blewbury Road forms the north-eastern boundary 

of the character area.

Settlement is restricted to Frogalley Farm and Blewbury Mill.

A rural and much more intimate landscape than character areas to the south of Blewbury. 

Distant from settlement of Blewbury, with a strong rural context and no relationship with the settlement 

edge. Well treed landscape. Hedgerow boundaries are characteristic.

4 Blewbury and Upton Alluvial Pasture Sensitivity - Major Landscape value - Substantial Capacity - Negligable

•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

Located to the east of Blewbury Village on the footslopes of Blewburton Hill.

The land is located on a west facing slope adjacent to the village, changing to a north facing slope to the north of 

Hagbourne Road.

An open, large scale and largely arable landscape with few boundary features or vegetation. 

High intervisibility with local roads, including the B4016 Bessels Way and Hagbourne Road. Properties to either 

side of Winterbrook farm have intervisibility with the character area.

A number public rights of way cross the character area, one of which is part of St Birinus Walk.

Views are dominated by Blewburton Hill, a hill fort and Scheduled Monument located to the east of the character 

area. Blewburton Hill is a distinctive local landmark.

Isolated farmsteads form the only settlement within the character area, although the western boundary of the 

character area runs along the eastern edge of Blewbury Village. Where the character area abuts the settlement 

of Blewbury, it forms the foreground to views of Blewburton Hill from the village.

The character area has a contrasting character to the intimate character of the settlement. There is a strong 

settlement edge following the line of Bessels Way, to the immediate west of the character area.

A transitionary landscape between the low lying village and the high ground of Blewburton Hill.

Open and expansive landscape. Transitional landscape between village and 

Blewburton Hill.

5 Blewbury Farmland Slopes

Sensitivity - Substantial Landscape value - Substantial Capacity - Negligable/Low•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

Located to the immediate north of Blewbury Village.

A flat and rural alluvial landscape, divided by streams and ditches. Mill Stream forms the western edge of the character 

area.

A small scale and intimate landscape, with hedgerows and tree lined waterways.

Small - medium scale pasture fields. The fields to the north-east are regular, whereas the fields to the south-west have 

more sinuous boundaries and a higher degree of enclosure. Land uses include an equestrian centre (a common and 

characteristic land use in the local area) and a kennels.

There is intervisibility between the character area and the northern edge of Blewbury. The character  area is also 

visible from the B4016 Bessels Way and Blewburton Hill. 

The settlement edge is more convoluted than the edges to the east and north and is softened by intervening 

vegetation, although some properties are clearly visible. Parts of the character provide a pastoral setting to the village, 

however the buildings of the kennels and equestrian centre are visible to the north, which disrupt the rural context of 

the character area.

An outline planning permission exists on one of the fields to the north of the village, but this has yet to be constructed.

Two public rights of way cross the character area, which have varying degrees of enclosure.

A rural and intimate landscape, with some influences from the edge of the village settlement.

Abuts north-western edge of Conservation Area.

Vegetation provides enclosure. Used as horse pasture.

6 Mill Stream Pasture

Sensitivity - Moderate Landscape value - Substantial Capacity - Low
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Located to the west of Blewbury Village, between Blewbury and Upton.

An almost flat landscape with a gentle north-facing slope. The topography is in direct contrast to the 

escarpment to the south.

A large scale open and exposed arable landscape with few boundary features or vegetation. 

Two public rights of way cross the character area, one of which is Coffin Way, which links Blewbury and 

Upton.

There are panoramic views contained by the rising ground of the Downs to the south and east, including 

Blewburton Hill to the east. Wittenham Clumps can be seen in the distance to the north. The Downs form 

an impressive sweeping skyline to the character area.

There is no settlement within the character area, although the western edge of Blewbury is visible, along 

with distant views of Didcot.

An open and expansive rural landscape, with panoramic views contained at the edges by landform.

The character area abuts the western edge of Blewbury and provides a stark and open contrast to the 

intimate character of the settlement. The settlement edge is softened by vegetation. Flat and open landscape. The Downs form Skyline. Soft edge to Blewbury.

3 Blewbury and Upton Plain
Sensitivity - Substantial Landscape value - Substantial Capacity - Negligable/Low•

•
•

•

•

•

•
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A farmstead enclosed by tall evergreen hedges, located to the south-east of Blewbury.

The character area comprises outbuildings and tracks, an orchard and  four small rectilinear pasture fields.

High leylandii hedges have been planted around the farmstead, which provide shelter and enclosure. The 

landscape is flatter and much more enclosed than the downland landscape to the south and east.

The leylandii are inconsistent with the wider landscape and do not contribute to the downland character of the 

area.

The farmstead is disconnected from the village and forms no part of  the settlement edge. The farmstead is a 

discrete character type within the wider downland character area.

The farm contributes to the mosaic of land-uses within the downland landscape and is strongly related to 

Downland Farm, within character area 9.

Orchards are BAP priority habitat.
High hedges  screen views into farmstead. Orchard visible within farmstead.

8 Eastfield Farmstead
Sensitivity - Substantial Landscape value - Moderate Capacity - Low

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Located to the south of Blewbury Village on the footslopes of the Downs northern escarpment.

The landform is gently sloping, with slopes orientated towards the convoluted edge of the northern escarpment of 

Blewbury Downs. The slopes are more prominent to the western side of the character area.

The character area comprises numerous horse paddocks with one arable field. The landscape is open with little 

boundary vegetation or landscape features. The large scale fields are intersected with paddock fencing and while 

these fences change the size of the fields, the intervisibility between paddocks and lack of features, retains the 

feeling of a large scale landscape.

The character area abuts the well defined northern edge of settlement and contrasts with the intimate character 

of the settlement. The settlement edge is softened by vegetation to the west, but is more open to view in the east.

There is a degree of intervisibility with the southern extent of the Conservation Area of Blewbury Village. The 

character area is also prominent in the views from the top of the escarpment to the south, east and west.

Views are dominated by the northern escarpment of Blewbury Downs, which surround the character area on 

three sides.

One property and Downside Farm are the only settlement within the character area, although the village edge is 

visible to the immediate north.

A transitionary landscape between the low lying village and the high ground of Blewbury Downs.

Looking across the character area from high ground Landscape has a strong association with horses.

9 Blewbury Southern Pasture

Sensitivity - Substantial Landscape value - Substantial Capacity - Negligable/Low

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Rural downland landscape at the southern edge of the parish, typified by the rounded hilltops of the downs, 

including Churn Hill.

Consists of large scale arable fields, broken up by blocks of woodland and horse gallops.

Some panoramic views from the top of the hills, although views are generally less dramatic then those 

available on the escarpment.

Geology of middle and upper chalk

Settlement consists of isolated farmsteads accessed by enclosed rural lanes. Roads and rights of way are 

enclosed by hedgerows and vegetation. 

Footpaths and bridleways are common. Many are sunken lanes marking historic routes. Rights of way are 

well used by pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders and are an important recreational resource.

The Character Area includes Churn Knob, a folly designated as a Scheduled Monument.

Distant from settlement of Blewbury, with a strong rural context and no relationship with the settlement 

edge.

A rural landscape that is attractive, tranquil and typifies the downland character  of this part of the AONB.

Rounded hilltops and large open fields.

10 Churn Hill Downland
Sensitivity - Major Landscape value - Major Capacity - Negligable•

•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•

Downland landscape, with a geology of middle and upper chalk, to the to the south-east of Blewbury Parish.

Consists of the north facing escarpment of the Blewbury Downs, rounded hilltops (including Baldon Hill and Riddle 

Hill) and  a steep-sided, narrow valley (Lid’s Down), caught between two convoluted slopes of the escarpment. 

A large, open arable landscape, broken up by blocks of trees, pasture valleys and occasional hedgerow boundaries.

Blewburton Hill, a hill fort and Scheduled Monument, is located within the character area. Blewburton Hill is a 

distinctive local landmark and has an area of Open Access, which has panoramic views from the summit.

Isolated farmsteads form the only settlement within the character area and the only major road is the A417, which 

crosses the character area on the shoulder of Baldon Hill, providing a impressive entrance into the parish from the 

east.

Distant from settlement of Blewbury, with a strong rural context and no relationship with the settlement edge.

Blewburton Hill and the south-eastern escarpment form an impressive setting to the eastern edge of Blewbury and 

shapes the skyline that is visible from the settlement.

An attractive rural landscape, characterised by its dramatic changes in landform. View of Blewburton and Riddle Hill

11 Blewburton and Riddle Hill Downland

Sensitivity - Major Landscape value - Major Capacity - Negligable

A farmstead located to the east of Blewbury Village on the footslopes of Blewburton Hill.

The character area comprises farm cottages, a single dwelling and farmhouse along with agricultural buildings 

including some large barns. The farmstead is associated with small, regular pasture fields, used for rearing sheep 

and orchards.

Linear shelterbelts of trees have been planted around the farmstead, which provide shelter and enclosure. The 

landscape is more enclosed than the arable land to the east and more associated with the village than the wider 

landscape.

High intervisibility with the B4016 Bessels Way.

A public right of way crosses the character area, which is part of St Birinus Walk.

A transitionary landscape between the settlement edge and the open and exposed landscape to the east.

The farmstead is a complex, small scale and relatively contained landscape, with views of the large outbuildings 

contained by shelterbelts. These shelterbelts also provide a soft edge to the eastern edge of Blewbury when 

viewed from Blewburton Hill Scheduled Monument.
Approach to farmstead. Farmstead seen from Blewburton Hill.

7 Winterbrook Farmstead
Sensitivity - Substantial Landscape value - Moderate Capacity - Low•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•
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Character areas:
1 - Blewbury Escarpment
2 - Blewbury and Upton Escarpment
3 - Blewbury and Upton Plain
4 - Blewbury and Upton Alluvial Pasture
5 - Blewburton Farmland Slopes
6 - Mill Stream Pasture
7 - Winterbrook Farmstead
8 - Eastfield Farmstead
9 - Blewbury Southern Pasture
10 - Churn Hill Downland
11 - Blewburton and Riddle Hill Downland

Medium

Low / Medium

Medium / High

Negligible / Low

Negligible

Low

Landscape Capacity

Landscape value

Landscape capacity matrix

Landscape capacity:  

capacity.

 Major

Moderate

•There are no character areas with Slight or Negligible landscape 

The landscape value of the Parish is also high

Major

Moderate
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Conservation Area (includes
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Listed building

Public rights of way

Public open space with potential 

for improvement

Arable field

Pasture field

NOTE: Private gardens have not been included 

as part of the assessment, however many 

properties within the village have extensive

gardens, which contribute to the village setting,

particularly within the Conservation Area.

Land use

Public open space used by village

Incidental open space with public access

Recreation areas

Allotments

Visible from publicly accessible

viewpoints

Unmanaged

Watercourses

Important walls - cob walls or 

stone walls

Outline planning permission

granted for new housing
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Blewbury Parish– Key Elements

Water:

Heritage:

Views:

village landscape as a whole. The list of categories includes:

Allotments

Public open space used by the village -

Incidental open space with public access – 

Private open space used on occasion by the village –

Private open land –
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